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Barnard  Castle  Rural  District  Council 


Health  Department, 

43,  Galgate, 

Barnard  Castle. 


Mr.  Chairman,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I beg  to  present  my  Annual  Deport  for  the  year  1950. 

There  was  a slight  increase:  in  the  birth-rate  for  the 
year,  the  total  number  of  births'  being  304  compared  with  292 
for  the  previous  year.  At  the  same  time  it  is  satisfactory  tc 
note  there  was  a considerable  fall  in  the  Infant  Mortality  Hate. 

The  re-armament  programme  has  resulted  in  a con- 
siderable cutting  down  in  capital  expenditure  and  only  GO 
houses  were  built  by  the  Council  compared  with  81  in  1949. 
The  waiting  list  for  houses  appears  to  be  nearly  as  large  as 
ever  in  spite  of  the  fact  that  there  is'  a slight  decrease  in  the 
total  population  of  the  area  as  shown  in  the  provisional  census 
figures  for  1951. 

A satisfactory  water  supply  is  badly  needed  for  the 
parish  of  Eggleston.  Since  this  parish  is  included  in  the  Upper 
Teesdale  Scheme,  I hope  that  a decision  will  s'oon  be  made  as 
to  whether  the  scheme  is  to  be  proceeded  with.  More  satis- 
factory progress  can  be  noted  in  regard  to  sewerage  Schemes; 
construction  of  the  new  works  at  Staindrop  continued  through- 
out the  year  and  new  works  at  Winston  were  commenced,  ll 
is  satisfactory  also  to  note  a slow  but  steady  progress  in  the 
work  of  privy  conversions  throughout  the  area. 

There  was  a higher  incidence  of  Measles  and  Scarlet 
Fever,  but  no  cases  of  Diphtheria  were  notified. 

1 am  again  indebted  to  the  Council  and  to  my  fellow- 
officials'  for  their  help  and  co-operation  in  matters  relating  to 
my  department. 

I am,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

Your  Obedient  Servant, 

-T.  G.  PALLY, 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 


Extracts  from  Vital  Statistics  for  the  year 


Pot  al 

Male 

Female 

Live-Births. 

Legitimate  ) 

( 102 

1 35 

) 304 

( 

Illegitimate  ) 

( 3 

o 

Live-Birth  Rate— 15.5  per  1,000  Home  Population. 
Corresponding  rate  for  England  and  Wales,  15.8 


Total  Male 

Female 

Stiel-Birtiis. 

Legitimate  ) 

( Legit. 

3 0 

3 

) 

3 ( 

Illegitimate  ) 

( 1 lie  git. 

0 0 

0 

Still-birth  rate 

per  1 ,000  home  population- 

-0.15. 

( 'oi  responding 

rate  for  England 

and  Wale 

s— 0.37. 

Total 

Male 

Female 

Deaths. 

255 

151 

104 

Death  rale  per  1,000  home  population — 13.0. 
For  England  and  Wales — 11.0. 

For  148  smaller  town  ; — 11.0. 


Deaths  of  Infants  under  1 Year 


Male.  Female 

Total  7 2 

Legitimate  7 2 

Illegitimate  0 0 


Deaths  ok  Infants  under  4 Weeks  of  Age. 


Male.  Female 

Total  4 2 

Legitimate  4 2 

Illegitimate  0 0 

Death  Rate  of  Infants  under  1 Year  of  Age. 

All  Infants  per  1,000  live-births  29.0 

England  and  Wales  29.. 

148  Smaller  Towns  ., “J9  ' 

Legitimate  Infants  per  1 ,fU)0  Legitimate  Live-births  ...  30.3 


Illegitimate  Infants  per  1,000  illegitimate  L've-lurths  — 


Causes  of  Death. 

Male. 

Ferna  le. 

Total. 

Tuberculosis  lies] oratory  System  ... 

1 

4 

r> 

Other  forms  of  Tuberculosis’ 

0 

0 

0 

Syphilitic  Diseases 

0 

0 

0 

Diphtheria 

0 

0 

0 

At  hoopinp-  ( \m<>'h 

0 

0 

0 

Meningococcal  Infections 

0 

1 « 

l 

Acute  Poliomyelitis 

0 

0 

0 

Measles  

(1 

0 

(f 

Other  Infective  Parasitic  Diseases 

0 

0 

0 

Cancer  (All  Types)  ... 

21 

15 

ft 

Leukaemia,  Aleukaemia 

1 

1 

2 

Diabetes 

0 

4 

4 

Vascular  Lesions  of  Nervous  System 

24 

13 

3T 

Coronary  Disease,  angina  ... 

29 

1 1 

40 

Hypertension  with  Heart  Disease  ... 

1 

2 

o 

O 

Other  Heart  Disease 

2b  ■ 

19 

44 

Other  Circulatory  Disease  ... 

1 

11 

12 

Influenza 

1 

i) 

1 

Pneumonia 

‘) 

1 

r> 

Bronchitis 

10 

1 

17 

Other  Diseases  of  Pespiratory  System 

o 

rj 

0 

r > 

T leer  of  Stomach  and  Duodenum  ... 

9 

0 

2 

Gastritis,  Enteritis  and  Diarrhoea  ... 

1 

0 

i 

Nephritis  and  Nephrosis' 

4 

9 

6 

Hyperplasia  of  Prostate 

3 

0 

r> 

Prep-nancy,  Childbirth  & Abortion  ... 

0 

0 

0 

( 'onpenital  Malformations 

9 

1 

3 

( tther  defined  and  ill-defined  diseases 

10 

HI 

20 

Motor  Vehicle  Accidents' 

6 

0 

6 

Ail  Other  Accidents  ... 

f) 
r \ 

1 

4 

Suicide 

1 

1 

2 

Homicide  and  Operations  of  War  ... 

0 

0 

0 

151 

104 

255 

General  Provision  of  Health  Services  for  the  Area. 


I j a it<  u(  a to  h y Facilities  . 

A Central  Public  Health  Laboratory,  controlled  by  a 
joint  committee,  representing  the  County  Council  of  Durham, 
the  City  of  Newcastle,  and  the  County  Boroughs  of  Gateshead 
and  Tynemouth,  has  been  provided  to  assist  practitioners  in 
the  diagnosis  of  diphtheria,  enteric  fever,  tuberculosis,  and 
venereal  diseases,  etc. 

The  Laboratory  is  situated  in  Government  Buildings, 
Ponte  land  Road,  Newcastie-on-Tyne.  Facilities  are  also  pro- 
vided at  Bishop  Auckland  General  Hospital,  Pathological 
Department,  for  urgent  bacteriological  examinations. 

Amu u lance  F acilities . 

1 am  again  indebted  to  the  County  Medical  Officer's 
ambulance  department,  Durham,  for  the  following  state- 
ments relating  to  the  working  of  the  Ambulance  Service 
during  the  year.  It  will  be  noted  that  there  has  been  a con- 
siderable increase  in  the  work  carried  out  by  the  service, 
particularly  in  the  number  of  sitting  cases  carried  compared 
with  the  previous  year  (876). 


Table  A. 


Bishop  Auckland 

Bd.  Castle  Urban 

(No.  14  Control) 

and 

Area  * 

Rural  Districts 

Ambulance  ( Vmtrols 

1 

Nil 

( 'lerk-telephouists 

4 

Nil 

Ambulance  Depots 

6 

9 

Ambulances 

15 

9 

Sitting-case  cars 

Nil 

Nil 

Driver-Attendants 

89 

4 

* Barnard  Castle  Urban  and  Rural  Districts  form  part  of  this 
Control  Area  and  the  details  given  under  this  head  include 
the  details  relating  to  the  Urban  and  Rural  Districts.  The 
work  shown  in  Table  B below  is  that  undertaken  by  all 
vehicles  in  the  Control  Area  in  connection  with  patients 
residing  in  the  areas  shown. 


Table  B. 


No.  of 

No.  oC 

Calls' 

made 

No.  of  Patients  carried 

Total 

Mileage 

Area 

Journeys 

made 

Stretcher 

cases 

Sitting 

cases 

Total 

Bd.  Castle 
U.D.&  R.D. 

748 

1496 

454 

1190 

1544 

45,602 

North  Riding 

of  Yorkshire 

205 

120 

53 

79 

132 

7,746 

TOTAL 

95.4 

1516 

406 

1269 

1675 

54.448 

The  Ambulance  Control  for  tile  Area  is  situated  at 
Bishop  Auckland  and  is  slatted  over  the  24-hours  by  a team 
of  4 Clerk-telephonists. 


Home  Nursing. 

Under  Section  25  of  the  National  Health  Service  Act, 
1946,  the  provision  of  a Home  Nursing  Service  became  the 
responsibiltiy  of  the  Local  Health  Authorities  as  from  the  5th 
July,  1948.  By  an  agreement  concluded  by  the  Durham  County 
Nursing  Association,  the  Durham  County  Council  have 
delegated  this  aspect  of  their  functions  to  the  Association, 
which  now  operates  under  the  general  supervision  of  the 
County  Medical  Officer.  This  arrangement  has  necessitated 
the  integration  and  co-ordination  by  the  County  Nursing 
Association  of'  the  services  formerly  provided  by  individual 
district  nursing  associations  and  the  transfer  of  administration 
to  the  County  Association. 

The  arrangements  whereby  the  domiciliary  midwife 
service  in  certain  areas  of  the  County  was  provided  on  an 
agency  basis  by  district  nursing  associations  are  continued 
under  Section  24  of  the  National  Health  Service  Act,  1946,  with 
the  County  Nursing  Association  acting  as  the  agent. 

Both  services  are  now  available  free  of  charge. 

In  this  area  the  following  districts  are  served  by 
resident  nurses  who  provide  general,  midwifery  and  maternity 
nursing  services  in  their  districts,  viz: — Butterknowle,  Cock- 
field,  Hvenwood  and  ltamshaw,  Middleton-in-Teesdaie.  and 
Staimlrop.  In  the  case  of  Eggleston,  services  are  provided  by 
the  North  Biding  of  Yorkshire  County  Nursing  Association. 


Treatment  Centres  and  Clinics. 

Child  Welfare  Centres  administered  by  the  Durham 
County  Council  are  held  at  Butterknovle,  Cockfield,  Middle- 
ton-in-Teesdale,  Staindrop,  and  Witton  Park.  Temporary 
School  Clinics  are  provided  at  Evenwood  C.E.  School  and 
Butterknowle  ( .'ounty  School.  Weekly  sessions,  attended  by 
an  Acting-  School  Nurse,  are  held  at  these  clinics. 


Hospitals,  Public  and  Voluntary. 

Cases  of  infectious  diseases  requiring-  hospital  treatment 
are  sent  to  one  of  the  hospitals  controlled  by  the  South-West 
Durham  Hospital  Management  Committee.  The  Marwood 
Hospital,  situated  in  this  area  and  formerly  administered  by 
the  Auckland,  Shildon  and  Willington  Joint  Hospital  Board, 
has  now  been  taken  over  as  a private  residence.  1 here  are 
no  other  hospitals  in  the  district. 

Mass  Badiograpiiy,  Survey. 

In  September,  a Mass  Badiography  Survey  was  cairied 
out  in  Barnard  Castle,  the  1 nit  being  installed  at  the  Bichard- 
son  Memorial  Home.  Certain  sessions  weie  allotted  to  the 
staff  of  Glaxo  Laboratories  Factory  in  Barnard  Castle,  and 
the  remaining  sessions  were  available  to  the  general  public 
residing  in  the  Erhan  and  Bural  districts.  One  sess’on  was 
held  m the  Barnard  Castle  Boys’  School.  All  persons'  who 
attended  for  X-Bay  were  photographed  on  miniature  him  and 
those  who  showed  any  s’gns  of  disease  were  recalled  for  a 
further  photograph  on  large  film.  In  his'  report,  the  Medicai 
Director  expressed  satisfaction  with  the  results  obtained 
although  the  total  number  of  the  population  who  availed 
themselves  of  the  opportunity  to  be  X -Bayed  was  somewliat 
disappointing. 

I append  below  details  of  the  statistical  report  relating 
to  the  sessions  available  to  the  general  public: — 


Barnard  Castle  Combined. 

Total  Badiographed  ...  ...  1,249 

Total  passed  on  miniature  film  ...  1,190 

Total  recalled  for  large  film  ...  59 

Total  failed  to  attend  for  large  film  3 

Total  passed  on  large  film  ...  29 

Total  diagnosed  on  large  film  ...  13 

Total  recalled  for  investigation  14 

Total  remaining  under  observation  Nil 


Analysis  of  Tuberculosis  Cases. 

Category  “A"  Active  Disease 3 (0.24’o  of  total  X-rayed) 

(I)  Newly  Discovered 3 (0.24%  of  total  X-rayed) 

(II)  Previously  Diagnosed... Nil 

Category  "B”  Inactive  Disease..  1(5 

(I)  Newly  Discovered 14 

(II)  Previously  Diagnosed 2 


Sanitary  Circumstances  of  the  Area. 

1.  WATER.  Supplies  from  the  Tees  Valley  Water  Board 
and  the  Durham  County  Water  Board  were  satisfactory  both 
as  regards  quantity  and  quality.  These  undertakings  supply 
the  greater  portions  of  the  Southern  and  Northern  parts  of  the 
district.  Systematic  bacteriological  examinations  of  water 
supplies  under  the  control  of  these  undertakings  are  made. 

Bacteriological  examinations  were  made  of  the  follow- 
ing water  supplies  controlled  by  the  Council — viz:  Stainton, 
Cocklield,  Newbiggin,  Middleton,  Woodland,  and  Wacker- 
field.  Satisfactorv  reports  were  received  from  Stainton, 
Cock'field  and  Woodland.  There  was  evidence  of  surface  con- 
tamination in  samples  taken  from  Middleton,  Newbiggin  and 
Wackerfield,  but  in  regard  to  Middleton  and  Cocktield, 
samples  taken  later  in  the  year  proved  satisfactory. 

Cockfield,  Hilton  and  Wackerfield. 

The  new  scheme  of  supply  for  these  villages  was  not 
commenced  during  the  present  year,  but  in  December  the 
Council  were  notified  by  the  Ministry  of  Health  that  the. 
starting  date  for  the  commencement  of  the  work  had  been 
brought  forward  to  May,  1951. 


Staindrop  and  Ingleton. 

This  scheme,  which  is  intended  to  reinforce  the  supplies 
to  Staindrop  and  Ingleton  villages  and  to  provide  a new 
supply  of  fresh  water  to  Winston  Station  ami  six  cottages 
south  of  the  station,  was  commenced  during  the  year. 


EyENM'OOD. 

There  were  further  complin nts  (luring1  the  year  of  (he 
low  pressure  of  water  in  this  parish,  lmt  the  work  of  laying  a 
new  (i-inch  main  via  West  Auckland  was  commenced  by  the 
Durham  County  Water  Hoard  in  the  latter  part  of  the  year. 

Bildershaw. 

The  scheme  already  adopted  by  the  Council  for  provid- 
ing in  conjunct!)  n with  the  Durham  County  Water  Board  an 
adequate  supply  of  water  in  this  area  was  still  being  con- 
sidered by  the  Ministry  of  Health  in  viewr  of  the  relatively 
high  cost  of  the  scheme.  The  Sanitary  Inspector  and  I have 
made  inspections  of  the  area  and  there  is  no  doubt  of  the  need 
for  a proper  supply  from  a public  health  point  of  view. 

Truer  Teesdale  Scheme. 

No  further  progress  was  made  with  this  scheme  during 
the  year.  Early  in  the  year  it  was  ascertained  that  a company 
had  obtained  the  option  of  prospecting  for  Barytes,  etc.,  in 
the  area  and  working  any  seams  that  may  be  found,  but  no 
assurance  had  been  received  from  the  Company  by  the  end  of 
the  year  that  their  activities  would  not  affect  the  source  of 
the  Cpper  Teesdale  supply.  In  view  of  the  fact  that  the 
village  of  Eggleston  is  without  an  adequate  supply  of  water 
and  that  it  is  proposed  to  provide  a supply  by  means  of  an 
extension  of  the  Upper  Teesdale  scheme,  it  is  hoped  that  an 
early  decision  on  the  matter  will  be  made. 

CoCKFIEEJ). 

A new  4-inch  cast  iron  main  was  laid  across  Holly 
Moor  for  an  approximate,  distance  of  ^ mile,  and  this  provided 
a greatly  improved  supply  of  water  to  the  upper  part  of  Cock- 
field  village. 

W ATER  Shortage. 

No  serious  shortages  occurred  from  the  Council’s  water 
.supplies  during  the  year,  although  it  was  reported  in  April 
that  the  springs  at  Middleton  and  Newbiggin  had  not 
returned  to  their  full  output  owing  to  the  dry  weather  of  the 
previous  summer. 

In  October  it  was  found  that  two  of  the  three  springs 
in  the  North  Wood  at  Iveverstone  which  supply  the  villages' 
of  Waekerfield  and  Hilton  were  producing  a diminishing  out- 
put. It  was  considered  that  nothing  further  could  be  done 
until  an  additional  supply  to  the  reservoir  was  obtained 
through  the  new  Cockfield  scheme. 


Particulars  of  Dwelling-houses  supplied  from  Public  Water 

Mains. 


Number  of  Hou^e  supplied  from 
Public  Water  Mains 

Parish  Present  List i-  Total  Number 

mated  Population  of  Houses  (a)  (b) 

Direct  to  House  By  stand-pipe 


Evenwood  

3563 

1 183 

1 157 

8 

Hamsterlev  

371 

120 

78 

.1 

Lvnesack  & Soft-ley 

1729 

582 

539 

0 

South  Bedburn 

225 

00 

— 

— 

Etherley  

2177 

30 1 

311 

k ) 

Woodland 

352 

120 

114 

3 

Cleatlam  

83 

28 

24 

— 

(tai nford  

708 

200 

232 

11 

Iieadlam  

83 

25 

23 

— 

i iU  .nr  > (<  a 

02 

22 

19 

i 

Ingleton  

270 

118 

92 

10 

Staindrop  

1030 

377 

315 

23 

AVestwick  

08 

21 

10 

— 

AATiorlton  

192 

08 

40 

— 

Morton  Tinmouth  ... 

18 

0 

— 

i- 

Langlevdale  & Shotton 

109 

35 

1 i 

— 

Marwood  

281 

89 

31 



Raliy  & Keverstone 

177 

57 

0 

13 

Bolam  

82 

20 

18 



Hilton 

59 

19 





Streatlam  & Stainton 

209 

72 

54 



Cockfield  

1 752 

038 

020 

9 

Eggleston  

501 

109 





Forest  & Frith 

325 

1 18 

99 

3 

Middleton-rin-Teesdale 

1507 

562 

472 

58 

Newbiggin  

257 

83 

18 

29 

Wackerfield 

88 

28 

20 

0 

AATnston  

307 

1 20 

111 

1 

2.  DRAINAGE  AND  SEWERAGE. 

MlIMIEETC  )N-IN-TeESI)AEE  . 

Further  complaints  were  received  of  nuisances  caused 
bv  sewage  and  sludge  at  the  Sewage  Disposal  Woiks.  These 
works  are  now  antiquated  imd  the  only  solution  to  the  prob- 
iem  is  the  construction  of  new  Works,  although  persons  liv- 
ing' in  the  near  vicinity  may  still  lie  liable  to  some  inconveni- 
ence from  smell.  Priority  lias  now  been  given  to  the  new 
scheme,  and  work  can  be  commenced  early  in  1952. 


i'j v enwood.  Xkw  Moors. 


No  new  replacements  were  made  during-  t lie  year  to 
the  sprinklers  and  other  fitments'  ordered  in  .Time  of  the 
previous  year. 

\V  IN ST ON. 

Work  commenced  on  the  new  works  at  Winston  in 

July. 

Stainhrop. 

Temporary  Disposal  Works.  Staindrop  Housing  Site. 

It  was  found  that  there  was  gross  pollution  of  the  heck 
near  these  works,  due  to  the  fiow  of  the  tank  effluent  over  the 
to]  of  the  filter  through  a gap  recently  made  in  the  earth  by 
Hood  water. 

(hi  the  recommendation  of  the  Consulting  Engineers, 
a land  effluent  drain  was  laid  from  the  tank  tor  about  100 
yards  in  the  adjoining-  field.  This  work  was  carried  out  by 
the  contractors  and  was  maintained  by  the  Works  Depart- 
ment who  attended  to  the  tank  weekly. 

Staintdrof.  New  Scheme. 

Work  proceeded  throughout  the  year  on  this  scheme. 
All  the  main  drainage  was  laid  in  the  village  by  Christinas 
and  the  main  sewer  from  Winston  ltoad  to  the  Housing-  Site 
was  also  completed. 

B,v  the  end  of  the  year,  the  filter  bed  walls,  sludge  beds 
and  settling  tanks  had  been  completed.  It  is  hoped  that  the 
new  works  may  be  completed  by  -Inly,  1951. 

3.  POLLUTION  OF  STREAMS. 

Cow  (xreHn  Mine. 

It  was  stated  by  the  County  Medical  Officer  in  liis 
report  for  the  quarter  ending  30th  June,  that  work  had  com- 
menced on  another  large  settling  pond  to  deal  w'tb  the 
effluent  from  this  mine.  A sample  taken  showed  improve- 
ment on  previous  ones. 

Forcegartii  Qua r uif.s. 

There  was  an  improvement  noted  in  the  effluent  from 
these  quarries,  but  owing  to  the  too  infrequent  cleaning  out 
of  the  concrete  settling  tanks,  there  was  still  a slight  amount 
of  pollution  occurring  at  times. 


4.  1’liIYY  CONVEKSIONS. 


During  t lie.  year  ending  31st  December,  a total  of  80 
individual  grants  were  made  by  the  Council  for  privy  conver- 
sions. In  addition  to  these  another  1 32  corners  oils  were 
carried  out  in  combined  schemes,  one  of  which  was  in  Cock- 
liehl,  the  other  three  in  Evenwood.  In  these  cases  the  Coun- 
cil contributed  half  the  cost  of  the  conversions.  In  spite  of 
the  fact  that  there  is  still  a greater  number  of  ash-closets  and 
pail-closets  than  water  closets,  there  has  been  a steady  im- 
provement in  the  situation  since  the  end  of  the  war,  but  I 
hope  the  Council  will  continue  to  bear  in  mind  the  necessity 
for  alleviating  the  insanitary  conditions  produced  by  these 
ash-closets. 

5.  PUBLIC  CLEANSING. 


The  greater  part  of  the  area  is  covered  by  direct  labour. 
Scavenging  is  undertaken  by  Motor  Vehicles  ( Karri  er- 
Bantam).  One  small  area  which  is  not  suitable  for  motor 
transport  is  let  by  contract. 

Number  of  Wagons — 11. 

Number  of  full-time  employees: 


Foreman-Mechanic  1 

Foreman’s  Assistant  ...  1 

Driver  Fillers  7 

Fillers  6 


15 

Number  of  Garages — 2 (one  owned  by  the  Council  and 
one  rented ) . 

Scavenging  Areas — 7. 

Summary  ok  Work  Done. 


Total  number  of  closets,  bins,  etc.,  emptied  .. 

Total  number  of  loads  of  refuse  

Total  miles  run  by  wagons  

Total  gallons  of  petrol  used  

Total  pints  of  oil  used  

Estimated  tonnage  of  refuse  removed  


249,803 

4,341 

37,(107 

4,741 

028 

8,082 


Dui  'iig  the  year  the  new  garage  at  Cockfiehl  was  eom- 
nleted  and  put  into  use.  The  building,  is  solidly  constructed  of 
brick  with  asbestos  cement  sheet  roofing  and  steel  roof  trusses 
There  is  accommodation  for  ten  refuse  vehicles,  and  all 
veh’cles  are  now  housed  at  this  garage  with  the  exception  of 


I he  Middleton  wagon.  Facilities  provided  include  hot  water 
troin  an  electric  heater  over  a hand  basin,  water  closet,  store- 
room, office,  and  central  heating  system.  Equipment  is  pro- 
vided for  complete  overhaul  of  wagons  including  body  build- 
ing- and  repairing  (with  the  exception  of  re-bori ng  which  is 
carried  out  at  other  gaiages).  Protective  clothing,  compris- 
ing waterproof  coats  and  leggings,  gloves  and  eye-shields, 
has  been  purchased  by  the  Council  for  the  workmen  and 
issued  free.  Weekly  clearances  of  ashbins  and  closets  are 
now  made  throughout  the  district. 

6.  SANITARY  INSPECTION  OF  THE  AREA. 


Following  is  a summary  of  the  work  done  in  the 
Sanitary  Inspectors’  Department  during  the  year  1950: — 

1.  PUBLIC  HEALTH  ACTS. 


Dwelling-houses  and  Schools: 

Number  of 
Informal 
written 
Notices  by 
Inspector 

Number  of 
Formal 
Notices  by 
Order  ot 
Authority 

Number  of 
N uisances 
abated  after 
Notice 

Foul  Conditions 

— 

— 

'as— 

Structural  Defects 

51 

8 

47 

Overcrowding- 

— 

— 

— 

Lodging-houses 

— 

— 

— 

Da  iries  and  Mi  1 kshops 

2 

0 

2 

Cowsheds 

— 

— 

— 

Bakehouses 

— 

— 

— 

Slaughter-houses 

— 

— 

— 

Ashpits  and  Privies 

13 

9 

ii 

Deposits  of  Refuse  and  Manure 

3 

— 

9 

o 

Waterclosets 

— 

- — 

— 

Defective  Yard  Paving  ... 
House  Drainag  e : 

— 

— 

— 

Defective  Traps' 

— 

— 

— 

No  Disconnection  from  Sewers 

— 

— 

— 

Other  Faults 

16 

7 

21 

Water  Supply 

7 

9 

6 

Pigsties 

— 

— 

— 

Animals  Improperly  Kept 

— 

— 

— 

Offensive  Trades 

— 

— 

— 

Smoke  Nuisances' 

— 

— 

— 

Other  Nuisances 

— 

— 

— 

Dangerous  Buildings 

9 

— 

8 

Moveable  Dwelling^ 

o 

— 

9 

103  19 


Totals 


100 


II.  WATER,  FOOD  AND  DRUGS. 

Samples  of  Water  taken  fur  Analysis  

Samples  of  Water  condemned  as  unfit  for  use  

Seizures  of  Unwholesome  Food  

Convictions  for  exposing  or  selling  1 nwholesome  Food 

Samples  of  Food  and  Drug's  taken  for  Analysis 

Samples  of  Food  and  Drugs  found  Adulterated 

III.  PRECAUTIONS  AGAINST  INFECTIOUS 

DISEASE. 

Lots  of  Infectious  Bedding  stored  or  destroyed  ...  42 

Houses  Disinfected  after  Infectious  Disease  42 

Schools  Disinfected  after  Infectious  Disease  — - 

Prosecutions  for  exposures  of  infected  persons  or  things 
Convictions  for  exposures  of  infected  persons  or  things 


IV.  GENERAL. 

Number  of  New  Houses  erected  during  year 00 

Number  of  such  Houses  occupied  during  year  00 

Ashpit-privies  converted  into  Ash-closets  

Ashpit-privies  converted  into  Water-closets  

Ash-closets  converted  into  Water-closets  232 

Total  number  of  Water-closets  in  District 2,707 

Total  number  of  Ash-closets  in  District  2,787 

Total  number  of  Ashpit-privies  in  District 35 

Total  number  of  Pail  Closets  in  District  95 

Statement  of  the  number  and  nature  of  inspections 
made  during  the  year  by  the  Sanitary  Inspectors’  Department  : 
Classification.  No.  of  Visits. 

A.  GENERAL  SANITATION. 

Water  Supplies  ...  ...  ...  ...  88 

Drainage  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  280 

Tents,  Tans  and  Sheds  ...  ...  ...  15 

Factories  and  Workshops  ...  ...  24 

Theatres  and  Places  of  Entertainment  ...  7 

Refuse  Collection  and  Disposal  ...  ...  463 

Rats  and  Mice  ...  ...  ...  ...  16 

Schools  ...  ...  ...  4 

Shops  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  3 

Mi  scelianeous  Sanitary  Visits  ...  ...  23 

Sanitary  Accommodation  ...  ...  ...  1102 

Dangerous  Buildings  ...  ...  ...  16 

Keeping  of  Animals'  ...  ...■  ...  2 

Knackers  Yards  ...  ...  ...  ...  3 

General  Nuisances  ...  ...  ...  45 


No. 

23 


23 


b. 


GENERAL. 
Petroleum  Storage 
Other  Visits 
Civil  Defence 
Pit  Shafts 


4 

6 

1 

1 


C. 


HOUSING. 

Under  Public  Health  Acts: 

Number  of  Houses  Inspected 

426 

Visits  to  above  houses 

8 

Under  Housing  Acts': 

Number  of  houses  inspected 

50 

Visits  to  above  houses 

5 

Number  of  houses  inspected  for 

overcrowding  7 

Visits  paid  to  houses 

2 

Miscellaneous  Housing  Visits 

9 

Building  Licences 

22 

D. 


INFEt 'TIOFS  DISEASES 


34 


E.  MEAT  & FOOD  INSPECTION. 
Meat  Inspection  Visits 

E.  VISITS. 

Dairies  and  Milkshops 
Ice  Cream  Premises 
Food  Preparing*  Premises  ... 
Grocers 

Other  Premises 
Food  & Drug’s  Sampling 
Miscellaneous  Food  Visits 
Verminous  Premises 


9 


3 

28 

1 

2 

i 

n 

3 

1 


Total 


2. 7 2d 


7.  DISINFESTATION. 

Destruction  of  Pats  and  Mice. 

Mr.  Kell  writes  as  follows: — 

During  the  year  two  maintenance  treatments  were 
carried  out  on  the  sewer  system,  involving  the  baiting  of  over 
1,100  manholes.  The  position  in  regard  to  infestation  of 
sewers  remains  fairly  stable,  the  heaviest  infestations  being 
at  Cockfiel'd,  Evenwood  and  Middleton-in-Teesdale.  The 
Beck-side  area  of  Staindrop  has  been  successfully  treated, 


us iny  lied  Squill,  a poison  which  has  the  benefit  of  beiny 
non-poisonous  to  domestic  animals.  Refuse  tips  and  sewer- 
aye  works  have  received  the  usual  reyular  attention  and  have 
presented  no  difficulty.  Business  premises  have  been  treated 
by  arranyenient  with  the  owners  on  five  occasions'.  Very 
extensive  rat-proofiny  was  carried  out  to  one  shop  and  ware- 
house at  file  institution  of  the  Health  Department.  Domestic 
premises  have  been  treated  on  six  occasions. 

8.  FACTOEI.ES  ACT,  1937,  & 1948. 

INSPECTIONS  for  purposes  of  provisions  as  to  health 


(including  inspections  made 

by  Sanitary  Inspectors). 

No.  on 

Inspee-  Written  Occupiers 

Premises 

Register. 

tions.  Notices,  pr’cuted 

(i) 

Factories  in  which  Sections 
1.  '2,  3,  4 and  6 are  to  be  en- 
forced by  Focal  Authorities 

8 

3 — Nil 

(ii) 

Factories  no!  included  in  (i) 
in  which  Section  7 is  enforced 
by  the  Local  Authority 

42 

20  3 Nil 

( iii ) 

Other  Premises  in.  which  Sec 

ti'on  7 is  enforced  by  the  Locai 
Authority  (excluding  out- 
workers’ premises)  

4 

12  — Nil 

Total  ...  

54 

35  3 NT 

CASES  IN  WHICH  DEFECTS  WEKE  FOUND: 

Particulars.  Found.  Remedied. 

Sanitary  Conveniences  (S.7) 

(a)  Insufficient  ] ^ 

(b)  I nsuitable  or  defective  •••  9 9 

(c)  Not  separate  for  sexes  ...  

Total  3 3 

Number  of  Out-workers — 7 (makiny,  etc.,  weariny  apparel). 

HOUSING. 

During  the  year  60  houses  were  completed  and  occup- 
ied. compared  with  81  for  the  previous  year.  The  lower 
fiyures  represents  the  cut  in  capital  expenditure  necessitated 
by  the  re-armament  programme.  The  five  houses  completed 
at  Staindrop  were  built  hy  direct  labour. 

Ministry  of  Health  Allocation  for  1951. 

7")  houses  were  authorised  as  in  the  previous  year,  and 
from  this  quota  it  is  within  the  discretion  of  the  Council  to 
issue  licences  for  the  erection  of  houses  hy  private  owners  up 
to  a maximum  of  one-fifth  of  the  allocation. 


Distribution  of  Houses  built  and  occupied  during  the  year. 


Parish. 

2-Bediotnn. 

3-Bedroom. 

Total. 

Middleton 

5 

8 

13 

( 'ockfield 

4 

— 

4 

Staindrop 

1 

4 

5 

Evenwood 

(i 

10 

16 

(iainlord 

10 

p 

12 

Winston 

4 

2 

6 

W horlton 

2 

o 

hJ 

4 

TOTALS 

32 

28 

60 

Statement  ol 

Parish. 

( 'ockfield 

Housing  Situation  at  end  of  1950. 

Houses  completed  & 
occupied  by  31-12-50. 

34 

In  course  of 
construction 
or  completed 
but  not 
occupied. 

32 

Lvenwood 

08 

6 

Middleton 

20 

12 

Staindrop 

29 

7 

(fa  inford 

24 

. — 

Hamster]  ey 

6 

— 

Whorlton 

4 

— 

Etherley 

16 

— 

Ingleton 

22 

- — 

Butterknowle 

4 

— 

Copley 

8 

— 

Winston 

6 

— 

Totals  ...  247  57 

338  houses  have  been  allocated  to  the  district  of  which 
34  have  not  ,yet  been  commenced.  The  programme  includes 
8 bungalows  for  aged  persons. 

Building  by  Private  Enterprise. 

Two  dwelling  houses  were  completed  during  the  year 
and  a further  8 were  in  course  of  construction  by  the  end  of 
the  year. 

Temporary  Dwellings. 

There  was  one  family  remaining  in  occupation  of  a 
(’lnber  but  situated  in  (.'oaoh  Hoad  Wood  Camp,  Ktaindrop,  at 


Applications  for  Council  Houses 


As  far  as  ran  lie  ascertained  there  are  401  live  applica- 
tions for  Council  houses  still  outstanding,  although  it  is  pos- 
sible that  the  circumstances  may  lm.ve  changed  somewhat  since 
a check  was  last  made.  It  is  evident,  however,  that  the 
demand  for  housing  is  as  great  as  ever  and  that  at  the  present 
rate  of  building,  it  will  be  many  years  before  this  demand  is 
satisfied.  The  need  appears  to  be  greatest  in  the  parishes  <>i 
Etherley,  ('Ockfield  and  Evenwood. 

1 append  below  the  figures  for  housing-  applications  in 


some  of  the 

arger  parishes: — 

Position  at 

Position  at 

Total. 

31  Dec.,  1S49. 

31  Dec.,  195(1 

( 'ockfield 

71 

57 

Etherley 

84 

94 

Evenwood 

(57 

71 

Gainford 

...  ... 

33 

22 

Buttei  knowle 

19 

19 

Middleton  & 

Ne  whig-gin 

49 

28 

Staindrop 

...  ... 

20 

42 

Woodland 

19 

25 

9.  INSPECTION  AND  SUPERVISION  OF  FOOD. 


Milk  and  Dairies  Regulations,  1949. 

It  is  now  the  duty  of  the  Local  Authority  under  these 
Regulations  to  register  all  milk  distributors — i.e.,  persons 
trading-  from  premises  other  than  a dairy  farm.  There  are  at 
the  present  time  six  dealers  registered  with  this  Council  under 
the  regulations. 


Chemical  and  Bacteriological  Examination  of  Food. 

Milk  supplies  only.  Samples  are  submitted  to  the  Agricul- 
tural Department,  King’s  College.  Newcastle-upon-Tyne. 

ICE  CREAM  (Heat  Treatment,  etc  A Regulation,  1947.  There 
are  4 Retail-manufacturers  and  4b  Retailers  registered  in  the 
district. 


Ick  (Team  Sampling..  Duriug  'In-  year  sum  pies  of  ice 
cream  were  sent  for  testing  particular  attention  being  paid  to 
those  dealers  who  are  registered  as  reta  ier-manutact urers. 
The  results'  obtained  were  again  satisfactory  hut  as  in  the 
previous  year  there  were  not  sufficient  samples  taken  to  form 
any  definite  conclusions.  It  is  hoped  in  lire  future  to  have 
samples  tested  at  the  Public  Health  Laboratories,  Northaller- 
ton, as  the  distance,  and  consequently  the  time  taken  in 
carriage,  is  less  to  Northallerton  than  to  Newcastle. 

FOOD  & DRUGrS  ACT,  1938.  Section  lb.  Model  Bye-laws. 

During-  (lie  year  suitable  hand-washing;  notices  were 
issued  free  ot  charge  to  all  tiadeis  associated  with  the  hand- 
ling, wrap]  ing  and  delivery  of  food.  Copies  of  the  bye-laws, 
price  one  shilling  each,  are  available  on  applieat  on  to  the 
Council’s'  offices. 

Section  13.  It  is  intended  that  all  premises  in  the  area 
where  food  intended  for  sale  is  prepared  or  stored  will  be 
inspected  in  the  near  future,  and  it  is  hoped  that  all  these 
] remises  will  in  due  course  be  provided  with  propel  facilities 
for  hand  washing,  including  hot  water,  soap  and  towels.  The 
Sanitary  Inspector's  have,  during  the  past  year,  made  a num- 
ber of  inspections  of  these  premises  and  they  consider  that  for 
a rural  area,  the  standards  already  maintained  are  satisfac. 
tory. 

Food  Poisoning  Otteheaks. 

No  confirmed  cases  of  food  poisoning  occuired  in  the 
district.  Four  suspected  cases  were  notified  in  November 
compris'ng  a family  of  four  boys.  These  boys  had  all  eaten 
iced  sweets  composed  of  fruit  flavoured  syruj  s.  frozen  and 
eaten  on  the  end  of  sticks.  Careful  inspection  was  made  of 
the  piemises  where  these  sweets  were  manufactured  but  the 
conditions  appeared  to  be  quite  satisfac-toiy.  Samples  of  the 
syrups  used  were  sent  for  examination  and  bacteriological 
examinations  of  the  patients  were  carried  out  but  the  results 
in  all  cases  proved  negative. 

S r,.\  ughtehing  . 

There  is  a centralised  Slaughter  House,  situated  in 
Barnard  Castle  and  serving  three  districts,  viz.,  Barnard 
Castle  Urban  and  Rural  Districts,  and  Startforth  Rural 
District. 

I append  a,  summary  of  the  work  carried  out  by  the  Meat 
Inspector  during  the  year: — 


Carcases  Inspected  and  Condemned. 
1st  January  to  31st  December,  1950 


Cattle 
excluding 
< lows 

Cows 

Calves 

Sheep 

and 

Lambs 

Pigs 

C.C. 

Cas 

C.C. 

Cas. 

C.C. 

Cas. 

C.C. 

Cas. 

cr. 

Cas. 

■S.S. 

Number  Killed 

1000 

67 

187 

149 

9 

131 

3847 

205 

14 

71 

27 

Number  Inspected 

1000 

67 

187 

149 

2 

131 

3847 

205 

14 

71 

27 

All  diseases  except 
T uberculosis 

Whole  carcases 
condemned 

— 

14 

— 

54 

37 

1 

32 

3 

— 

Carcases  some  part 
condemned 

420 

22 

74 

63 



3 

50 

33 

1 

23 



Percentage  of  the  num 
her  inspected  affected 
with  disease  other  than 
Tuberculosis 

42 

50.7 

39.6 

78.5 

30.5 

1.3 

31.7 

7.1 

36.6 



Tuberculosis  only 

Whole  carcase! 
condemned 

2 

3 

3 

10 

— 

3 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

Carcases  some  part 
condemned 

66 

8 

32 

16 











1 



Percentage  of  the  num- 
ber inspected  affected 
with  Tuberculosis 

6.8 

16.4 

18.7 

17.4 

— 

2.3 

— 

— 

— 

2.S 

— 

PREVALENCE  OF  AND  CONTROL  OVER  INFECTIOUS 

DISEASES. 

DIPHTHERIA  IMMUNISATION. 

There  was  an  increase  in  the  number  of  children  given 
a primary  course  of  immunisation  during  the  year,  and  over 
twice  as  many  were  given  reinforcing  injections  as  in  the 
previous  year. 


Facilities  continue  to  he  provided  at  the  County  W el- 
fare Centres  for  children  under  5 years,  and  for  children  of 
any  age  by  the  private  practitioners. 

As  in  previous'  years,  immunisations  were  also  carried 
out  at  schools  by  arrangement  with  the  County  Education 
Authority,  and  this  year  sessions  were  arranged  at  Staindrop 
and  (jra inford  Schools. 

Age  at  date  of  Total 

Final  Injection.  Under 

0-4  years.  5-14  years.  15 


Number  of  Children  who  completed 
a full  course  of  primary  immunisa- 
tion in  the  authority’s  area  in  the  12 
months  ending  31st  December,  1950 

171 

63 

234 

Number  given  reinforcing  injection 
during  year  

114 

No  cases  of  diphtheria  occurred  in  the  district  during 
the  year  and  no  suspected  cases  were  notified.  The  last  sus- 
pected ease  to  be  notified  was  in  December,  1948,  and  the  last 
actual  case  occurred  in  May,  1947.  It  is  interesting  and  sig- 
nificant to  note  that  for  the  country  generally  “the  provisional 
'figure  for  deaths  from  diphtheria  in  1949  (the  latest  full  year 
for  which  a total  is  available)  was  85,  compared  with  an  aver- 
age of  about  2,800  deaths  annually  in  the  10  year  period  19*11  - 
1940.  For  the  eighth  year  in  succession,  therefore,  the  mini 
her  of  deaths  was  the  lowest  ever  recorded’’ — Ministry  of' 
Health,  Circular  20  51. 

In  order  that  these  figures  may  be  maintained  and  im- 
proved upon  it  is  necessary  that  a high  rate  of  immunisation 
must  be  maintained  amongst  the  child  population. 

There  was  a considerable  increase  in  the  liumoer  of 
cases  of  scarlet  fever,  the  notification  rate  being  2.7  per  1,000 
population  compared  with  a rate  of  0.69  for  the  previous  year 
and  a rate  of  1.5  for  England  and  Wales.  Many  of  these 
cases'  were  of  a mild  character  but  owing  to  the  difficulty  in 
providing  home  isolation,  it  is  still  found  necessary  to  send 
many  of  these  to  hospital.  Printed  instructional  leaflets  re- 
lating to  disinfection  precautions  are  sent  to  each  family 
where  a case  is  notified. 

There  was  an  increase  also  in  the  incidence  of  both 
measles  and  whooping  cough,  the  notification  rate  for  measl  s 
being  17.65  per  1,000  of  the  population  compared  with  a rate 
of  8.49  for  England  and  Wales,  and  for  whooping  cough  3.36 
compared  w.tli  a rate  of  3.60  for  England  and  M ales. 


Anterior  Poliomyelitis. 

Only  two  cases' occurred  in  the  district  during-  the  year 
although  there  was  a severe  epidemic  throughout  the  country 
during  the  summer  mouths,  Both  these  cases  were  mild,  the 
first  being  a girl  aged  three  years  living  at  Middleton-in- 
Teesdale.  There  was  some  weakness  in  the  right  arm  muscles 
but  this  improved  considerably  after  treatment  with  massage 
and  exercises.  The  second  was  a boy  aged  two  years  living 
at  Eggleston.  This  can  also  be  described  as  a very  mild  case. 
There  was  a slight  weakness  of  the.foot  muscles.  No  definite 
source  of  infection  could  be  ascertained  in  either  case. 


Notifiable  Diseases  (other  than  Tuberculosis)  during  the  year. 


Admitted 

Diagnosis 

Tiotal 

to  Hospital. 

Not  conlirmed. 

Cases 

Scarlet  Fever 

..  5G 

41 

q 

O 

53 

Diphtheria 

..  — 

— 

— 

— 

Puerepral  Pyrexia 

1 

— 

— 

1 

Erysipelas 

..  4 

— 

— 

4 

Pneumonia 

..  lb 

— 

— 

1G 

( Iphthalmia 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Ac.  Poliomyelitis 

(Paralytic) 

2 

2 

— 

2 

Ac.  Poliomyelitis 

(Non  Paralytic)  . 

..  — 

— 

— 

— 

Enteric  Fever 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Cerebro-Spinal 

Meningitis 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Measles 

..  346 

— 

— 

34  G 

Whooping-  Cough 

..  G6 

— 

— 

GG 

Food  Poisoning 

...  4 

— 

4 

— 

Both  Civilian  and 

Non-Civilian  cases’  are  included 

in 

the 

above  figures. 

Analysis  of  the  Total  Gases  (confirmed)  in  age  groups. 

Under 

1 3 

5 10 

25 

45 

65 

Age 

1 

to  to 

to  to 

to 
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TUBERCULOSIS. 


New  Cases  (Form  A)  and  Mortality  during  1950. 


New  Cases.  Deaths. 
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